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During the fall and winter of 2017-18, California residents 
lived through a devastating series of disasters. After years 
of drought, devastating wildfires ravaged thousands of 
homes from Northern to Southern California; deluge rain 
events after the fires led to catastrophic floods, mudslides 
and debris flows that washed away bare soil, housesand 
cars and closed stretches of Highway 101, crippling 
transportation routes. Over this time, the state received 
five Major Disaster Declarations, three Emergency 
Declarations and 23 Fire Management Assistance 
Declarations – a combination never experienced before.1
Sixty-five Californians lost their lives and thousands of 
homes, numerous roads, communication towers, phone 
and electricity distribution lines, fleet vehicles and parks 
either were destroyed or sustained damages that are still 
being tallied and remedied. Against a backdrop of aging 
infrastructure that some describe as “crumbling” [1,2] 
these extreme events offer a first-row seat to the fragility 
of our infrastructure systems 
and they give us a glimpse 
of the future in a changing 
climate. For people to be safe, 
our communities must be 
prepared. Our infrastructure 
must be resilient and
sustainable to withstand these 
growing threats, particularly 
worsening extreme events.

Our infrastructure must be 
resilient and sustainable to 

withstand the growing threats 
from climate change, particularly 

worsening extreme events. 

Yet, as noted in the 2017 report by the Union of Concerned 
Scientists – Built to Last: Challenges and Opportunities for 
Climate-Smart Infrastructure in California[3] – California’s 
infrastructure is not. Our infrastructure is aging and 
deteriorating and, despite recently increasing investment, 
still requires better upkeep and modernization. Lack of 
emergency action plans for high-hazard infrastructure, a 
long backlog of deferred maintenance projects and billion-
dollar gaps in spending on infrastructure upkeep plague 
the state of infrastructure in the fifth largest economy in 

the world. These truths provide a stark backdrop to the 
rapidly growing need of investing in new infrastructure and 
preparing for the accelerating impacts of climate change.
Through the Climate-Safe Infrastructure Bill, AB 2800 
(Quirk)2, and with its leadership and foresight in climate 
change adaptation planning, the State of California is 
seeking to understand how it can better prepare its existing 
and new infrastructure for increasingly unpredictable 
climate conditions that will be significantly different from 
the current ones. The State is seeking to understand how 
it can ensure a climate-safe future. 

AB 2800 builds on a strong legislative and planning 
record in California that has sought to lead the nation 
in global greenhouse gas emission reductions, energy 
and automotive mileage efficiency and more recently 
adaptation planning (Box 1.1).    

The Climate-Safe Infrastruct-
ure bill seeks to build on this 
impressive legacy and push 
it forward in critical ways. 
AB 2800 mandated that a 
panel of scientists, registered 
engineers and architects be 
convened to help the State of 
California understand how it 
can best incorporate forward-
looking climate information 

into the state’s infrastructure design, planning and 
implementation. To develop recommendations to the 
State legislature and the Strategic Growth Council (SGC), 
and in response to the mandate from AB 2800, the 
Climate-Safe Infrastructure Working Group (CSIWG) was 
appointed in July 2017 and convened in January 2018. It 
is comprised of expert engineers and architect from State 
agencies and special jurisdictions, bolstered by some 
of California’s leading scientists specializing in climate 
science, transportation and economics (Box 1.2, Appendix 
2). 

1 See: https://www.fema.gov/disasters/state-tribal-government/0/CA.
2 See: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_
id=201520160AB2800, as well as Appendix 1.

http://resources.ca.gov/docs/climate/ab2800/Appendix2_WGTeam_FINAL.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/climate/ab2800/Appendix2_WGTeam_FINAL.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/climate/ab2800/Appendix1_AB2800Bill_FINAL.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/state-tribal-government/0/CA
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB2800
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB2800
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